
1 

 Town of Middlebury Planning Commission (MPC) 1 

Zoom and in-person meeting 2 

Minutes of March 2, 2023 3 

Draft 4 

5 

 Members Present: Lucy Schumer, Ethan Kellogg, Erik Remsen, Todd Desabrais, Chris Robbins (via 
Zoom 

Members Absent: Angela Cobrin-Landis, Sam Ostrow 

Staff Present: Jennifer Murray 

In-person Attendees: Jeff Howarth, Geography Dept., Middlebury College and Conservation 
Commission (CC); and Conservation Commission (CC) members Charlotte 
Tate, Carol Harden, and Andrew L’Roe; Todd Nebraska, Middlebury resident 
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Call to Order: The meeting convened at noon. 7 

Approval of Minutes 8 

On a motion by Erik and 2nd by Todd, the MPC voted to approve Minutes from March 24, 2022, 9 

April 21, 2022, June 22, 2022, August 18, 2022, Jan. 19, 2023, and Feb. 2, 2023 as presented. The 10 

motion passed 5-0. 11 

Conservation Plan: 12 

Jeff Howarth continued his discussion of the Conservation Committee’s conservation plan. 13 

First Jeff discussed the strategy of protecting land and water in the amounts of 30% by 2030 and 14 

50% by 2050. (Note: H.126 is the act relating to community resilience and biodiversity protection 15 

and is proposing these same goals. This act is currently under consideration in the Vermont 16 

House). He does not consider agricultural land to be conserved land. He has calculated that 17 

currently Middlebury has about 22% non-agricultural conserved land and 7% agricultural land. 18 

Jeff explained that currently the bulk of conserved land is in the Green Mountain National Forest 19 

and that ideally, conserved land would be more equally spread between different types of land, 20 

for example grassland, water, and forest. Also, ideally, parcels of conserved land would be 21 

connected rather than scattered. The mechanism for conservation going forward would be 22 

conservation easements (incentives for owner to not develop land). 23 

Next Jeff presented maps of grassland parcels in Middlebury and noted that many are or will be 24 

used for solar energy generation. Grassland parcels are desirable to conserve because they 25 

provide wild bird habitat, many have prime agricultural soil which absorbs water, and all provide 26 

viewsheds to varying degrees. The best candidates for grassland conservation are parcels of 50 or 27 

more acres with large interiors, thus reducing edge effects. 28 

Erik asked if good zoning regulations and a conservation plan were sufficient to protect 29 

biodiversity and viewsheds.  30 

Meeting with Todd Nebraska: 31 

The PC met briefly with Todd to enquire about his interest in the PC. 32 
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The meeting ended at 1:30 pm. The next meeting will be at noon on Mar. 16, 2023. 33 

Lucy Schumer, Chair 34 


